Chinese sentiments and the anti-Chinese movements arose before the Mexican revolution, i.e. in the late period of the Porfirio Diaz regime. This article will pay attention to the period before 1910, and will attempt to illuminate the origin and development of Chinese emigration to Mexico, the establishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries, and the rise of anti-Chinese movements before the Mexican Revolution, that have not been subject of research by most scholars. It will show that the emigration of Chinese to Mexico began with the trade of the «Manila galleon» between the Philippines and New Spain (Mexico) during the colonial period of Mexico, increased in great numbers in the late 19 th century, along with the rapid economic development of Mexico during the Porfirio Diaz regime, and led to the establishment of diplomatic relation between China and Mexico. However, towards the end of the Diaz period, the increasing economic strength of Chinese immigrants, gave rise to an anti-Chinese movement. The article is based on documents of the Qing dynasty in Chinese, as well as on studies carried out by other scholars both in China and in the Western World. 30 . Yang Yue reported the results of his investigation to Zongli Yamen, and indicated that the «Mexican government is hoping to have trade with China urgently». Towards the end of 1894, a draft treaty which had been agreed upon between Yang Yue and the Mexican Ambassador to the U. S was forwarded to their respective governments for consideration. Unfortunately, in 1895 both countries were unable to proceed with the subject, as Mexico was involved in a serious boundary dispute with Guatemala and China confronted the more urgent problems deriving from the armistice of the SinoJapanese War. In 1896, negotiations were resumed by Wu Tingfang, who had succeeded Yang Yue as Chinese Minister, and Romero, Mexican ambassador to the United States, and the text of the treaty was finally adopted. However, the following year, when the treaty was to be signed, Romero died suddenly. In the summer of 1899, Manuel de Azpiroz, the new Mexican ambassador to the United States, and Wu Tingfang restablished contacts and completed the text of the treaty. On 14 December, the treaty of friendship, commerce and navigation was concluded and signed at Washington 31 .
According to the treaty, nationals of each country were entirely free to leave, travel, reside and engage in commerce in the other country. They were granted the most-favored-nation treatment. Both countries were to appoint diplomatic and consular officials who would be accorded the usual prerogatives, exemptions, immunities and privileges. Merchant vessels of one country would be free to frequent the ports of the other, open to foreign trade. Provisions were set forth regarding coastal trade as well as revenue charges, fees and duties of merchant vessels in each other's ports 32 .
A Treaty of friendship, commerce and navigation between China and Mexico was signed on 14 December 1899.
As for the protection of Chinese laborers in Mexico, Article 5 of the treaty stated that «the two High Contracting Parties… condemn any act of violence or deceit committed in the ports or other parts of China for the purpose of expatriating Chinese subjects against their will.» Engagement by contract of laborers and servants in plantations, mills, shops, business establishments or private families would be subject to rules to be adopted by mutual agreement. China and Mexico, thousands of Chinese have gone to Mexico. We are afraid that they will be ill-treated, especially be tricked. The purpose of this treaty is to prevent this kind of crimes» 33 . Articles 13 to 15 established the procedures to be adopted in solving complaints and conflicts between citizens and subjects of both countries. Article 17 stated that the Chinese in Mexico would have «free access to the judicial tribunals of the countries for the defense of their legitimate rights», and would enjoy the same rights and concessions as those given to Mexicans by nationals of the most-favored-nation 34 . This ten-year treaty offered the possibility of amendment by common consent, and made possible some important exchanges, particularly on the issue of Chinese immigration to Mexico 35 .
Chinese emigration to Mexico had been under way before the establishment of diplomatic relations. Chinese laborers greatly contributed to Mexico's economic developtment.
Most Chinese were brought to Mexico by Chinese or foreign companies specializing in smuggling Chinese into the United States. They were generally transported from Hong Kong by one of several nonMexican steamship companies. Disembarked at Mexico's Pacific ports, they were then conducted to labor sites, where they were forced to remain for the period specified in their contracts, customarily two years. Wages seldom exceeded one peso per day. Workers were employed in railroad construction and in agriculture throughout the tierra caliente and in mining in northern Mexico
39
. According to Chen Kuangmin, a Chinese scholar, the distribution of Chinese laborers in Mexico was as follows, 1. Three thousand worked in railroad construction in Coxaca, 2. Fourteen thousand worked in copper mining and railroad construction in Sonora, 3. Six thousand e worked in maguey plantations in Merida, 4. Seven thousand worked in cotton plantations in Mexicali B. C.
5. An undetermined number went from the U. S. to other parts of Mexico 40 .
Conditions of Chinese laborers in Mexico were often notoriously bad. However, they made great contributions to Mexico's economic development. Although they carried little capital or modern technologies, they did provide an abundant source of labor and mercantile skills. At the same time, they also brought some problems to Mexican society. For example, although the rate of crime committed by the Chinese was lower than the average crime rate in Mexico, some Chinese did take part in gambling, andothers engaged in shops for the sale of opium. In 1903, Liang Cheng, Chinese minister to the United States, in a letter to Chinese Ministry of Foreing Affaris mentioned that «by now there are several tens of thousands thousands of Chinese living in Mexico, and it is impossible to be absent of every kinds of bad habits». He said, «the most prominent are as follows, 1) men and women go together to suck opium, 2) open casinos and make great noisy day and night, 3) open law court privately and often tussle for little matters, 4) do not care about the sanitation and cause many diseases, 5) do not pay attention to their behavior and corrupt public morale» 41 (sic Mexico initially as laborers, for example, many immigrants were employed in cotton plantations in Mexicali, in sisal plantations in Yucatan, but when they had accumulated an adequate amount of capital they began to carry out other economic activities. In cities such as Torreon, Mazatlan, Mexicali, Tampico and Chihuahua, they engaged in several economic activities, for example, they opened restaurants, cultivated vegetables, established laundries, shoe and clothing factories and grocery stores 42 . Although they had limited capital, thanks to their industriousness, frugality, and extensive credit ties with the United States, they achieved great economic success in several states in Mexico. For example, according to an 1899 commercial survey, one of the ten most prominent businessmen in northern Baja California was Yun Kui, who had opened a general store six year earlier. Besides stocking Chinese goods, Yun Kui manufactured low-cost canvas shoes and carried a full line of dry goods, groceries, and hardware 43 . In Sonora, some of the more aggressive firms, such as Fon Qui and Juan Lung Tain, moved into the wholesale grocery and dry goods business. These two had branches in dozens of Sonora towns, with assets totaling approximately $ 100,000 each 44 . Chinese played a pivotal role in Sonora, where they came to dominate the retail and money lending sectors. Estimated at 4.486 individuals in 1910, they became the largest foreign colony in that state 45 . According to Evelyn Hu-DeHart, at the end of the Porfiriato, the Chinese had distinguished themselves as the basis of a new social class, the petite bourgeoisie, in the flourishing, rapidly urbanizing, export-oriented economy of Mexico's northwest 46 .
The Chinese were the basis of a new social class in the rapidly urbinizing economy of Mexico's northwest.
It should be noted that although the Chinese had achieved success in some industrial and commercial fields, they were not a serious threat to other foreign and native Mexican businessmen. For example, in 1897, a commercial survey conducted by John R. Southworth in Sonora, ranks only one Chinese company, Siu Fo Chon shoe factory. According to Southworth , Chinese were only good at low level economic activities, such as small, grocery, sewing, laundry, and kitchen shops 47 ever, it was only because Chinese had not invested in capital-intensive enterprises, as businessmen from the United States and Europe had done and which Mexican people were unable to do, and had principally engaged in low or middle level economic activities, which Mexicans trusted, that they caused the envy and protest of natives. As a result, when the Chinese ceased to be laborers and began to turn to commerce and business activities, they were opposed by natives. Chinese were often accused of being criminals, lazy, brutal, drug addicts, gamblers, and suffered from dermatophtisos or trachoma. In 1905, a newspaper called La Evolucion, launched a campaign against Chinese immigration. Although the editor stressed cultural and racial antagonism, his most important arguments were economic. He charged that the Chinese were not consumers, since they spent only a quarter of what they earned and sent the rest to China. He also complained that they competed with Mexicans and forced them out of jobs by accepting lower salaries and selling produce at lower prices 48 . This kind of feelings soon led to violence. There was an anti-Chinese riot in Mazatlan in 1886, and several unprovoked attacks on Chinese occurred in Mexico City in the same year. Employment of Chinese in a Nogales lumber mill provoked a wildcat strike in 1891, and there was anti-Chinese violence in Monterrey in 1894. By 1900, such occurrences were not uncommon 49 .
The main argument against Chinese immigration was neither cultural nor racial, but economic.
In accordance with anti-Chinese feelings, the Mexican government tried to take steps to limit Chinese immigration. In 1902, the Consejo Superior de Salubridad was established in Mexico City, and agencies in the Pacific ports began to examine and isolate people and luggage coming from Asian countries, especially from China. In 1903, the Interior Ministry passed the epidemic prevention bill 50 . According to this bill, before boarding the ship, all emigrants bound for Mexico had to be examined and given a medical certificate by a doctor. The certificate then had to be attested by the Mexican consulate. In the absence of a Mexican consulate, the certificate had to be attested by the consulate of the United States. This certificate had to be obtained 2 months before boarding the ship. The ship had to be equipped with epidemic prevention equipment, so that passengers, as well as their clothes and luggage, did not spread diseases. An antisepsis machine had to be ready to clean the ship with sulfur water as well as to kill mice. When arriving at the ports of Mexico, before landing all luggage and cargo had to be checked to prevent epidemics, passengers also had to be examined carefully according to the statute of 48 Leo M. Jacques it resumed its work. However, until the collapse of the Diaz regime, the commission had neither submitted reports nor made any suggestions 52 . In other words, the Diaz government did not solve the Chinese problem. Apart from the growing inertia of the government, perhaps the main reason was that though Mexican officials found Chinese immigrants undesirable, they also admitted that Chinese labor was beneficial and necessary 53 . As a result, along with the turbulence of the Mexican revolution, anti-Chinese violence broke out, and reached a climax during the 1930s.
